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the body. Any evidence which transpires afterwards,, is of
very little value compared with that first taken. Had the
fact of the length of the rope and the ashes on the hands
been brought at once to the medical man's knowledge, it is
probable that his suspicions would have been aroused., and
a more careful examination would have been made. Of
course,, as is usual in such cases, it was alleged that there
were good reasons for hushing the matter up, and that
the sub-magistrate, police, village authorities and apothe-
cary were all in "the swim." This, however, was not
proved.

For the story of the following very similar ease I am in-
debted to Dr. "V\L Hoey, Joint Magistrate of Gondah Oudh.
Case of Mahabir charged with murder of a woman named
Bundela.

Mahabir was headman of a village, and in his house lived
a daughter of his deceased brother with whom he is
believed to have enjoyed or to have meditated an intrigue.
The woman Bundela was the girl's aunt and had on two or
three occasions come and taken the young girl away to a
distance in order to secure lier an honourable marriage.
One morning Bundela was found hanging from a tree.
The village ehowkedar reported the matter. An Inspector
of police came to the village and called a punchayet who
found a verdict of suicide. The Superintendent of police
was not satisfied and ordered a further enquiry. Another
Inspector was sent, and after a long enquiry procured evi-
dence from the residents of the village to show that Bundela
had been murdered the day before her body was found
suspended. She had come to remove her niece, and Maha-
bir had entrapped her, killed her, and then carried her
body out by night and hung it from the tree. Mahabir
was committed to the sessions on a charge of murder, but
at the trial the witnesses turned round and contradicted the
statements they had made to the Committing Magistrate.
The Judge ordered an enquiry to be made into the conduct
of the police, as the witnesses alleged that their evidence
had been extorted and that the original report of suicide